Mission and Overview

SAFE Homes-Rape Crisis Coalition

This is the fifteenth annual report of the merged agencies previously known as
Spartanburg County SAFESt{elter Available For Emergencies) Homes Network, Inc.
and The Council on Sexual Assault. Implementation of the merger began in 1994 to
become one organizatioBAFE HomesRape Crisis Coalition

SAFE HOMES-RAPE CRISIS COALITION

SAFE Homes -Rape Crisis Coalition is a
collaborative effort that exists to end
sexual and domestic violence.

Objectives

To build community awareness by providing Information on the dynamics and prevention
of Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault/Abuse;

To provide treatment and supportive services to child
and adult victims of Sexual Assault/Abuse or
Domestic Violence;

To provide temporary emergency shelter to victims of Domestic Violence and their
dependent children;

To advocate at local, state, and federal levels on behalf of victims of Domestic Violence
and Sexual Assault/Abuse and to coordinate community resources to
alleviate the suffering of these victims.

The initial transitional period for our new agency was aimed at an orderly consolidation

of staffs and program, while at the same time maintaining an optimum level of both
domestic violence and sexual assault services. Both the physical and psychological
merger of the two sister agencies have been extraordinary accomplishments and a benefit
to the victims we serve, as well as, a sound financial decision. Many of our clients have
been, sadly, victims of both domestic violence and sexual assault. As a combined
program, we are better able to address their concerns and ensure that appropriate services
are received. We continue to evaluate our progress and implement changes that will
improve or expand existing services.

The following report covers the activities for the calendar year 2010 and provides
comparative program and financial statistics for the period. If you have any questions or
comments, please call Lynn Hawkins, Executive Director, at 864.583.9803.
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Changes in 2010

The One Year Anniversary of our New Shelter

October 2010 marks the one year anni
move from our old shelter into our shiny new shelter. In addition to our previous
being over 100 years old and in constant need of maintenance, it was in a fai
known location and not easy to navigate for small children and those with disa
Our new shelter is modern, has increased bed space, is more handicapped a
and is located in a more private area farther from the city center.

Victims of domestic violence and their children have greatly appreciated being
new shelter. Clients have told us how much they like the cheery, clean atmosp
the new buildings as well as its spaciousness and more confidential location. On
told us that she Afinally felt abl e
know that not every victim of domestic violence needs shelter, it can mean the
ence between life and death to those that do.

We still have one more phase of construction left for our new shelter, and are
funds to complete the project. The shelter is currently two separate buildings co
with an open air wal kway. Wi th enouf(
this walkway, and not only connect the two buildings in a weatherproof, safe spa
also increase our bed space to 52! We also want to do additional privacy landsc
protect client anonymity and safety, and help our shelter blend into the neighb
better.
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‘ teering her gardening expertise at SAFE Homes and who help
plant many of the flowers already in the garden. A magnolia tree was planted a
surrounded by hundr eds of brightly
classmates at Houston Elementary School. Dunbar Funeral Home graciously
the costs of the funeral for the family. She will be missed, but not forgotten.

Chyenneds Chgane dvasma vibrant, happy and spirited 8
\year old little girl who is forever memorialized at SAFE Homes
Shelter where she stayed with her mother. The sudden passing of
this beautiful child was felt by many who wanted to make sure her
memory would always remain. The effort was organized by Spartan-
burg attorney Laura Filler, who got to know Chyenne while volun-

ed her

nd then
painted

donated

'
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Outreach to Cherokee and Union Count
Our Cherokee County officeincreased
. office space to accommodate room for
| victim advocate for clients, and a thera
to provide counseling for adults and
children. The Therapist is availableWw
from95 pm i n Gaffney
from 9-5pm in theUnion county Office.

ondayds




|l ncreasing Awarenessé. One Bi

In early 2010, SAFE HomeRape Crisis Coalition was awarded a grant from the
South Carolina Rural Communities Compassion Project through the Spartanburg
County Foundation and the Institute on Family and Neighborhood Life. Through
this award, our organization was able to place cutting edge billboards in
surrounding areas of Spartanburg County to increase community awareness of
domestic violence, child physical and sexual abuse, and teen dating violence.

South Carolina is currently ranked 9th in the nation in the number of women
who are murdered every year in domestic violence cases, and 13th in Sexual
Assault. South Carolina has the highest rate of violent crime in the country.
SAFE HomesRape Crisis Coalition placed strategic messages on billboards to
raise awareness of these issues in our community. Increasing awareness will help
create a climate in our community where victims feel supported enough to dis-
close the abuse, leave the unsafe environment, and get help necessary to recover.
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RAISING AWARENESS
Music on Main provided entertainment to the S st
community and supported victims of domestic mlllllsalllcl
violence and sexual assault by donating a )
portion of the proceeds from one evenings tick
sales totaling $663.44 to SAFE HorRepe
Crisis Coalition.

Local busi nes sOurit AnaualsSglewalk Sale

Brew n Chew, raised  The sun was out, the Thri
and donated $900.00  Store was open and man
to SAFE HomesRape shoppers gathered to shop
Crisis Coalition from  pargains and treasures. TH:
contributions from funds we raised from the |
their patrons inthe | Sidewalk Sale and the Thrilc®
Inman area for their  Store will be used to provickREE s
2nd Annual ehérdench shdltsr, couns
Jam & Pig Pickind jRgeahdbther suppdre LE
March 13, 2010 in honor of Johnny  services for victims in this
Anderson. community.

The Spartanburg Downtown Association (and other contributing
sponsors) presented the tFashion Show f
;Egl‘tallblll‘ﬂ hosted by Amy Wood, WSPA -Channel 7, in the courtyard at the
pountouwn Extended Stay Hotel on September 24, 2010.

association
Fa | Participating stores included Pink on Main, Chelsea's Midtown,
snum \ Couture Closets, Two Doors Down, The Sock Basket, Three

J@,y » gl Sisters, Carolina Cash, Petit Armoire, The Runway, The Lemon
oo, Peel, Chances Boutique, EK Perfumes, and DK Boutique and Spa.

. New and used clothing was donated at these stores and given to
: SAFE Homes-Rape Crisis Coalition to promote the economic
Ay Wood independence of disadvantaged women entering the workforce.

Day of Prayer

The City of Spartanburg and the
Spartanburg Public Safety Departmen
Office of Victim Assistance gathered
with the Spartanby
leaders on April 21, 2010 to
remember those whose lives have bedg
lost and honor those whose lives havg
changed because of violent crimes.




HELPING VICTIMS FIND JUSTICE

Legislative Victories

On June 2, 2010, Governor Mark Sanford signed the VAWA Federal
Compliance Act, Bill H3677, which states:

1. Offenders must be tested for Hepatitis B and HIV by SC DHEC upon the
request of the victim and given required conditions are met.

2. A law enforcement officer, prosecutor, or other government official may re-
quest that the victim of an alleged criminal sexual conduct offense as defined
under federal or South Carolina law submit to a polygraph examination or
other truth telling device as part of the investigation, charging, or prosecu-
tion of the offense if the credibility of the victim is at issue; however, the of-
ficer or official must not require the victim to submit to a polygraph exami-
nation or other truth telling device as a condition for proceeding with the
investigation, charging, or prosecution of the offense.

3. State must ensure that a victim of sexual assault must not bear the cost of his
or her routine medicolegal exam following the assault.

4. At the time a person is convicted of violating CDV laws in South Carolina, the
court must deliver to the person a written form that conspicuously bears the

foll owing | anguage: 6Pursuant to 18 USC S
person convicted of a violation of Section 1625-20 or 16-25-65 to ship,
transport, possess or receive a firearm or

On June 11, 2010 , Governor Mark Sanford signed Bill 4202 amending the
South Carolina Code of Laws to strengthen the state's policies on human traf-
ficking. Trafficking of Persons is now defined as a violent crime, a Class A felony
and a most serious offense. In South Carolina, two most serious offense charges
equal a life sentence without parole. The maximum sentence for convicted
human traffickers has been extended from 15 to 30 years. And Trafficking of
Persons is now considered a statutory aggravating circumstance for murder, for
which convicted traffickers may receive the death penalty. For trafficking cases
pertaining to sexual services, the penalties and sentencing may vary. Convicted
traffickers involved in sex crimes must be registered as sex offenders and may be
prevented from living within a 1,000 -foot radius from all schools, playgrounds
and daycare centers. They may also be electronically monitored. Such human
trafficking cases fall under the purview of 1st degree Criminal Sexual Conduct
(CSC), a felony punishable by imprisonment of up to 30 years. However, if the
victim is a minor, the sentencing depends on multiple factors and varies in
severity.




EDUCATING THE COMMUNITY AT LARGE

To increase safety awareness and prevention of sexual assault, several
were held in Spartanburg county by SAFE HofRegpe Crisis Coalition, Th
Spartanburg County Sheri ffos Oof f
Department, Converse College, and Wofford College.

A free training called Reducing the Risk was offered on April 12, 2010
Spartanburg County Libratfleadquarters to discuss predatory drugs and s
sel f defense techniques that coul
di scussed Adbystander i nterventi ong
assault is in progress. Other sexual assault discussion panels were also h

topics covered were date rape, sexual assault, police response and
response, date rape drugs, how the Solicitors Office handles sexual assau
and what resources are available to victims.

While You Were Gone

In a college survey of 176 college
women, 37% reported at least one drug
or alcohol related sexual assault
experience.

~ PERFECT MATCH

&5
JODI
PICOULT

On April 27, 2010 our sexual assau
advocate addressed sexual abuse
the impact on the family at the
reading of Jodi
Perfect Match at the Woodruff
Library book club.

One out of every six American women
has been the victim of an attempted or
completed rape in their lifetime

Approximately 62% of female rape

[t victims knew their assailant

and 70% of rapes/sexual assaults are not
reported to police
Picoultdéds Novel
Protect Your Drink, Protect Yourself!
For support and information
SAFE Homes-Rape Crisis Coalition
24 hour crisis-line

The novel by Picoult deals with 1.800.273.5066 or 864.583.9803

family issues and crime, primarily
child sexual abuse and murder.

Coaster given out at local bars during
Sexual Assault Awareness Month

The Executive Director of SAF

Sheri ff Chuck Wr

R Donb it Wome

i Real Men Dono

SAFE Hormes-RegeJis Coaione 864 5639803 ,

bumper sticker is to educate the public on domestic violence. Sheriff Chuck
was the first to put the bumper sticker on his truck!
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Uni ted We

Putting the Pieces

Together
(An Interpersonal
Violence Conference)

The feature speake
wasOlga Truijillo, JD
who is an independe
consultant, nationally

renowned speaker,
survivor, and attorney 4
dedicated to enhanc-*
ing understanding of
and building effective

responses teviolence
against women and
children.

r A

it Septechiger 24, 2010 a eday conference to
help service providers better understand the
dynamics of interpersonal violence took place.
The goal of this conference was to increase victim
safety and offender accountability. There were
350 local service providers registered for this
event, including law enforcement, solicitors,
judges, attorneys, doctors, nurses, therapists,
ministers, school personnel, social workers, and
victim advocates.

There were exhibits from organizations, vendors
of interest, and the opportunity of networking with
other service providers.

Topics included

Criminal Domestic Violence Court

A Use of GPS Monitors by Department of Probation, Par-
don, and Parole

Therapy Techniques to use with children in domestic vio-
lence and sexual abuse cases

Internet safety for kids

Domestic violence among teens

A Stalking and stalking behaviors

A Civil legal options for victims of domestic violence
A Hispanic/Latino Immigration, cultural implications and
domestic violence
A Getting in the fiskindo of abused
A Addictions, violence and faith
A Childhood fatiality review team
A Judicial Ethics
A How to prepare children for court
A - Whatodéds wrong with the | egal syst
A The Department of Social Services: How to report abuse

and neglect cases

Mock court trial

Drug facilitated sexual assault

Officer involved domestic violence

Healthcare and family violence

Art therapy and trauma: Unlocking arrested development
Selfinjuries behaviors with adolescents

Human trafficking

Investigating domestic violence, child abuse and sexual
abuse cases

> > > > D> D> D> D




MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Spartanburg County Medical Society Alliance,
Inc. presented SAFE HomesdRape Crisis Coalition
with a grant award of $2,000.00 for prescriptions

and overthe-counter medicines for clients.

and craft supplies, back packs, and fund
purchase more supplies as needed for ¢}
shelter residents from the Internationa
Association of Administrative Professiond
Spartanburg Chapter.

On May 14, 2010 SAFE Homdgape Crisis Coalition received an
enormous supply of arts and crafts, school supplies, backpacks, Kleenex, and
hand sanitizer that loaded down our 15 passenger minibus from the Girl Scouts.

This was the largest supply we ever received at one time from a group sponsoring
our children and our childrends therapy
sustained us throughout 2010 and is continuing to help us in 2011.

The 4th Annual Homeless Vigil hosted by The Haven and the Upstate Homeless Coali-
tion was held on November 18, 2010 in Barnet Park, Spartanburg, SC.
4™ Annual

Homeless Vigil
Barnet Park
November 18, 2010
6:00 — 8:30

THE VEN

' DU‘ e & SAFE HomesRape Crisis Coalition was honored to |be
invited to set up a booth at this event since domestic violence

The vigil is a public awareness event held to offer alifeal
experience by having it set in the cold, passing out blapkets
Y and holding the (mock) soup kitchen to create an aura a1[nd an
2] understanding that homelessness is real in our community.

———

\

W

UPSTATE is an immediate cause of homelessness for many women and
HOMELESS . . .
COALITION children. In a national survey of homeless people, domestic

violence was the second most frequently stated cause of
homelessness for families, with 13 percent of homeless
families saying that they had left their last place of residence
because of abuse or violence in the household.

RN
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.
o JPTOWRSCRTONT \vjith help from the

( %ﬂuetlon Uptown Sertoma Clu

contributed their time,
talent, donations,
and support, ‘
Auction For A Cause !
netted SAFE Homes [
Rape Crisis Coalition |
$15,162.00 !

The Shop has been raising funds S
toys for SAFE Honfepe Crisis CO¢THE HOP

folks in the communlty they had

incredible tuout and a great run.
The Shop donated a truckload of toys and

= - gifts and raised $5,390.00.
- 21 Special thanks to FedEx, Hilltop
& Department and the Spartanburg

Spartanburg SC

parade and to the 300
motorcyclists that continue to su
the work we do.

Police for the escort during the

Jor a Causeand the many folks who

Fire
City

hport
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APPRECIATING EACH AND EVERY VOLUNTEER
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AHeart war mer s o
Prayer Shawls

Yvon & Bill Rucker and Joni Micals of Heartwork
Designsstarted a project called "Heartwarmeirs"
January 2009, appealing to friends and family to
or crochet hats and scarves for the women an
children served by SAFE Hom&ape Crisis g
Coalition. Sue Owens, former director of Women's
Division of United Methodist Church quickly agree@
to participate and enlisted the aid of the Prayer Sh@wl
Ministry of Liberty United Methodist Church. Their:
enthusiastic response for 2010 has resulted in §
contribution of over O fnhe
Shawls for victims. Other friends and family
members, Marcia Lavine of Charleston, Susi Cogdill
of Campobello, Yvon Rucker of Gramling, Sarah<
Zimmerman of Florida, Peggy Baldwin of Marietta;
GA, Judy Frazier of North Woods Farm, Fiber anéﬁ
Yarn in Campobello, Julie Miller of York, Joni MlcaI§
and Rema Keen of Campobello have all lent their.
talents to this project. Whether they were knitting
crocheting, designing and attaching message car
or gathering and storing the gifts, they were shari
the work and the gift to others.
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REACHING OUT TO THE UNDERSERVED

In 2010, SAFE HomeRape Crisis Coalition continued to increase outreach
and education efforts with minority and other underserved communities. We
assisted child and adolescent victims1{0 years), disabled victims, Hispanic
victims, GLBTQ victims, and Elderly victims of domestic violence and sexual

Informational Health Fairs and Prevention Programs Change Lives:

SAFE HomesRape Crisis Coalition attended several health fairs reaching a
variety of underserved populations. Health fairs allow organizations to
provide educational information regarding their agency and the services they
provide. Our Outreach Advocate provided over 15 specialized prevention
programs by going out to local supermarkets, stores, restaurants, churches,
salons, and businesses that serve the Hispanic population. We also provided
several multsession primary prevention programs in Cherokee and Union
Counties as well as to the elderly community. Our goal is to increase
outreach and education to these underserved populations in the hopes of
making services available to those individuals in our community who are at
a higher risk of domestic violence and sexual assault.

On May 6, 2010 Julissa Mota, Outreach Advocate with SAFE Hoines

Rape Crisis Coalition, talked about domestic violence, sexual asgault

and services in the community|to Spal
Maur een Moreirabs Contact|lo Show

South Carolina| SAFE HomesRape Crisis Coalitionds O
Julissa Mota, is our liason with The South Carolina
" Immigrant Victim Network (SCIVN). This program of the

‘\ W | SC Victim Assistance Network launched in 2009 and was
|||_|I founded in partnership with SC Appleseed Legal Justice

Center, the Coalition for New South Carolinians, SC Legal
Services, Catholic Charities Immigration Services and the
South Carolina Coalition Against Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault.
SCIVN was created to serve as a collaborative network of partners
including immigrant communities, victim service providers, healthcare
and legal professionals, and law enforcement agenciésdicated to
working together to better serve immigrant victims of crime by finding
culturally and linguistically competent resources and providing direct legal
assistance.

VICTIM ASSISTANCE NETWORK
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PROMOTING AWARENESS

13th October is Domestic Violence
Annual Awareness Month and each year
we gather to help raise awareness
of the impact of domestic
violence on our community.

Silhouettes were scattered
throughout Morgan Square to
represent those who have lost

_ their lives at the hands of those
et e, who supposedly loved them.
lives due to domestic As part of the national Silent
violence in our Witness Project, volunteers spoke

community.

Dr. Charles Bebko, for the dead in our community;
Chief Tony Fisher,

Lynn Hawkins, sharing their stories and grieving
Hope Blackley, the loss of neighbors, friends,
Trey Gowdy, and
Elizabeth Pratt all spoke and loved ones.

to the Community.

Consent is Sexy!
Sexual Assault Awareness Campaign

On April 30, 2010, staff,

volunteers, friends and the s“‘

community at large came out ‘
to support SAFE HomesRape ‘0 e
 Crisis Coalition (SHRCC) in
F OOD @ QQ)DIDH\% their first annual Sexual \S s
- e Assault Awareness Campaign
k. called Consent is Sexy! The
party was hosS  Frioay Arri

Food and Spirits in Spartan- 30TH, 9:00 PM
burg, SC with local band, @ LiL D’z FOOD
Product of Critics, formerly AND SPIRITS

P Known as GTA performing.

Staff from Li
and staff from SH-RCC wore
Consent is Sexy tshirts. : T o\
SHRCC had abooth  Parly hosied $ipat o

available with sexual assault wilh «;

and domestic violence ,T

literature and sold the MFEMOMES RAI'CRIS
Consent is Sexy tshirts. pmirty,
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PROVIDING THERAPY FOR VICTIMS,
THEIR FAMILIES, AND THEIR FRIENDS

Domestic and sexual violence should not happen to anyone.
But it does and when it does, there is help.
For many, healing from violent trauma can be a long, arduous
process. Ultimately, the healing process is unique to each
individual and, unfortunately, there is no jatetermined or
predictable timeline for healing. The reality is that
experiencing violence can change you at a fundamental level.
But this is not cause for despéir it just takes time,
determination and patience to adapt to the changes and to
feel positive about life again.

glll#l'"'

In 2010, we provided 2,498 individual and 1,206 family therapy
sessions for 561 individual victims.

PROVIDING SHELTER FOR EMERGENCIES

SAFE HomeRape Crisis Coalitiono

ting Ceremony was held on January 28, 2010. After

much success with the Capital Campaign we were

able to open the doors to our new domestic violence

shelter. With improved safety, our emergency

shelter expanded bed space to 42 beds that more

effectively meets the needs of the women and

R children who come to us for emergency shelter.

This modern shelter allows us to spend less time

and money on maintaining the building, and more

gg\‘,’v%r;hpi'tf)ﬁg'gi?;;‘;tgrrlgﬁgr time and money on victims themselves. The shelter

Tony Fisher, and S|RCC Chair 1S lOcated in a quiet, residential area that feels more

Charlie Bebko cut the ribbon withSecure and confidential for the clients. Victims feel
Director Lynn Hawkins. safer from their abusers and less worried about

people seeing them come and go in the shelter.

SAFE HomesRape Crisis Coalition recognizes leaving an abuser is a
process, not an event, and so we not only provide shelter for vigtims,
but also a place to heal and to learn. In 2010, we provided shelter,

therapy, education, and activities for 286 adults and children.
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