Victims with Disabilities Face Unique Challenges

The Source - Volume 6,

When Anita left her abusive husband Ed, she found
that escaping his violence would not be easy. She
moved her two children into an apartment and
sought expert advice on how to start a new life.
She obtained an order of protection, a divorce, and
full custody of her children. As she struggled to free
herself from Ed, he began stalking her. Anita finally
moved to a new city and even changed her name.
Yet one afternoon when she picked up her children,
Ed was waiting outside the school. Alarmed and
frustrated, she prepared to flee again. Anita's
plight is hardly unique. Abusers often become
stalkers. And stalkers tenaciously pursue their vic-
tims. Yet Anita's story is somewhat unusual. In her
case, the stalker had little trouble finding his ex-
wife because she has a disability: she is deaf.’ To
locate Anita, Ed (who is also deaf) simply contacted
the Social Security Administration to “inquire"
whether the Security Disability Insurance (SSDI)
checks his children receive as his dependents were
reaching them. In answering Ed's question, the
agency gave him Anita's new address.

Victims with Disabilities

Anita's difficulties in escaping her ex-husband sug-
gest the complex challenges that stalking victims
with disabilities face. Stalkers may target these
victims because of their disabilities or exploit their
disabilities in committing crimes. Victims face for-
midable burdens in protecting themselves, unique
barriers to reporting, and difficulty accessing or
receiving victim services. Approximately 20 per-
cent of non-institutionalized Americans have a dis-
ability.? And people with disabilities suffer alarming
rates of victimization. Women with disabilities ex-
perience the highest rate of personal violence- vio-
lence at the hands of spouses, partners, boyfriends,
family members, caregivers, and strangers-of any
group in our society today.® Of the 200 women with
physical and cognitive disabilities who responded to
a 2002 survey, 67 percent reported having experi-
enced physical abuse, and 53 percent of the
women reported having experienced sexual abuse.*
Some researchers believe that 90 percent of people
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with developmental disabilities will at some point in
their lives be the victims of sexual assault and that
only 3 percent of these crimes will be reported.®

Vulnerability to Stalking

Given the level of physical violence experienced by
people with disabilities, as well as the established
link between intimate partner violence and stalk-
ing,% it is highly probable that people with disabili-
ties experience significant levels of stalking. While
the Stalking Resource Center has found little re-
search to establish the prevalence of stalking
among people with disabilities, our experience sug-
gests that stalking is likely to occur in this popula-
tion. In this article, we attempt to lay the ground-
work for such research, to elicit feedback from pro-
viders who may have served such victims, and to
explore the best ways to help them.

Offender Manipulation

People with disabilities are particularly vulnerable
to stalking because they are sometimes perceived
to be easier to control than other victims. "The bal-
ance of power in all abusive relationships shifts
very subtly,"” says Debora L. Beck-Massey of the
Domestic Violence Initiative for Women with Dis-
abilities in Denver, Colorado, “so more and more of
the control, decision making, and options slide to-
ward the batterer's side." Abusers of people with
disabilities often control victims' access to basic
necessities such as food and transportation to in-
crease their dependence. If the relationships end,
these abusers are particularly well equipped to
stalk the victim. They have access to a significant
amount of personal information, such as bank ac-
count numbers, passwords, and Social Security
numbers, which they can use to take money from
victims or to prevent them from accessing their
funds. They are familiar with victims' work arrange-
ments and any special transportation systems vic-
tims use. These controlling behaviors, as part of an
overall pattern of conduct, produce substantial
emotional distress and are likely to cause fear in
the victim.

Continued on page 3
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OCTOBER I$ DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH!

SAFE Homes-Rape Crisis Coalition, Seventh Circuit Solicitor’s Office, Spartanburg
County Domestic Violence Coordinating Council, Spartanburg County Department of
Social Services, Spartanburg Public Safety Department, and Spartanburg Sheriff's
Office invite you to attend

The 12th Annual Balloon Vigil
to recognize past and present domestic violence

victims and survivors

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Daniel Morgan Square (Main Street)
Please show your support by bringing your

children, family & friends.
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- ™ The 2008-2009 United Way of the pspmeps—=
: Piedmont recognized local UﬂltEd

volunteers and companies for their JIEV @/ SAFE Homes-Rape Crisis
involvement in the community during & — Coalition

its annual meeting Thursday s pemon would like to
evening, June 18, 2009 at Cleveland WELCOME .= ...

Park. SAFE Homes-Rape Crisis Coalition: Cherokee

County Sexual Assault Victim's Assistance was one New Staff

of ten agencies to receive the award for Program
Excellence. This is awarded to those who demon-
strate outstanding performance in service provision,

Gilma-Quintero

New Board.Members

. programmatic outcomes and organization efficiency. Ed Bintondo
Jennifer o'shieldse.~~ 1he Sylvia Stahley Outstanding Speaker's Award Lynn Jordan
Syvia Stahiey was given to Jennifer O'Shields, Education Director LvAn Page
spe‘;{f‘e‘fg v with SAFE Homes-Rape Crisis Coalition for the 2008- y g

2008-2009 Campaign 2009 United Way Campaign.

United We Stand...Putting the Pieces Together
(An Interpersonal Violence Conference)
Friday, October 2, 2009
8:30 a.m. - 4:15 p.m.

Marriott Spartanburg at Renaissance Park
Featured Speaker : Kelli Scurry, LMSW.
Foothills"Alliance/Sexual Trauma Center’(Anderson, SC)

Topics include:
Jessica’s Law, Working with Victims of Mental IlIness, Stalking Behaviars,

Gangs, Schools.and Police, Bullying:Behavior in Children/Adolescents, Crime
Scene Investigation, Judicial Ethics, Adult Survivors of Childhood Sexual
Assault, Domestic Violence and Animal Abuse,-Human Trafficking, Adolescent
Sex Offenders, Subtle Signs-of Child Abuse; Educating.the Jury

(CE, Nursing ContactHours;-Secial Work, Counselors,
Law Enforcement Officers,/and Judges Credits Approved)
Ministers are eligible for scholarships-to this conference.

Registration/Fee is $60.00; Additional fee after September 18, 2009: $10.00
Fee includes light continental breakfast, handout materials,
refreshments, lunch, and certificate of attendance.

Deadline for registration is September 19, 2009;

No refunds will be made. Substitutions are accepted and encouraged.

For more information contact Marlene Evans
at 864.583.9803 or 1.800.273.5066.

Therapy Team Wish List
Bags of play sand, Crayons / Magic Markers, Small bags of marbles, Smooth glass bits or
Stones, Colored gel pens, Coloring books, Self-drying clay (air dries in kiln), Oil / Chalk pastels,
Children's safety scissors, Construction paper, Art paper - all colors/sizes, Tempera paints &

brushes, Glue sticks, Baby dolls & doll clothes, Little Plastic Toys (animals, bugs, people), Bubbles,
Small TV/VCR Combo

Ed Bintondo (far left) New
Board Member and with
Wal-Mart Field Operations
Region 48, presented a
check for $20,000 from
Wal-Mart to Lynn Hawkins,
Executive Director, for the
new shelter.
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Art Therapy Project inspired by Finding Voice: Congratu-
This project was done by the Art Therapy students last year (academic lations go
year 2008/2009) in response to the Finding Voice project hosted by out to our
Converse. It was present in the lobby during the production, and indi- | Voluntger
' viduals entering and leaving the program were invited to contribute to - Coordi-
8 the wall-hanging by choosing a strip of fabric and placing it on the tap- - { nator
estry in any way they choose as a way of supporting the individuals l \ f] Karen
who have experienced domestic violence. The center circle is made up ! Martin-

of strips of fabric from an old wedding gown and other white dresses | Wilkins and her family on
worn at past weddings. This area reflects the hopes and dreams of the the birth of her first son

’ : - marriage that are torn and shattered by domestic violence, and also the Ethan Isaiah Wilkins ’

'E:;(égltlﬁ/f; t[(;irr:egcr:gr!_ggsa}:g;gg;se’ idea that “fabric” of these dreams can be re-woven into something new i

gard, Intern at Converse College. gnd beautiful. _Thls piece was created with the idea that it is ever grow- 2009 @ 3:32am.

and Geri Hurlbut. Director of At N9 and changing, and each person who comes for a safe place to be and ‘ohed 7 Ibs. /0

Therapy at Converse College,  TECOVET can continue to add something of their own to represent the He weighed 7 s/ 7oz

rebuilding of their lives from the tatters they left behind. and measured 19” long.

Ethan was born on July 2,

Spartanburg Public Safety Department
Victims’ Rights Week “Day of Prayer”
April 27, 2009
The "Day of Prayer" is a collaborative effort within the Spartanburg Commu-
nity for citizens, victims, law enforcement, and service providers to come to-
gether to show their support, encouragement and remember victims of crime.

Continued fror.n page 1
Protection Problems
Stalking victims often have great difficulty protecting them-
selves and their families. They may have to change their entire
lives-move to a different community, change jobs, alter their
physical appearance, and even change names-all to avoid their
offender's next move. "For stalking victims with disabilities," Identifying Needs and Providing Effective Services

said Beck- Massey, "the very systems they rely on for support- For all stalking victims and victim advocates, recognizing the

for transportation, financial support, or services-may increase problem is half the battle. Criminal justice professionals and
their vulnerabilities." Ed used the SSDI system to track Anita victim service providers must first know who in our communities
because she relied on SSDI support for her children. A victim may be at most risk for being victimized. Then, to improve their
with a disability living in government-subsidized housing may responses, they must identify the barriers to reporting crime and
find it impossible to move quickly, even to escape a dangerous accessing services for these victims.

situation, because of six- to twelve-month waiting periods for

For example, a stalker who is able to hack into the victim's e-mail
or gain access to her TTY machine can pose as the victim to inter-
fere with communications with her victim advocate or the police
department (e.g., posing as the victim, the stalker requests that
the police discontinue their investigation of the stalking case).

. s Conclusion
apartments in such facilities. Victim advocates, criminal justice agencies, and disability rights
Barriers to Reporting and Receiving Services workers should take a closer look at the complex and challenging
Stalking victims with disabilities confront the same barriers to ~ needs of stalking victims with disabilities. Researchers would
reporting the crime (such as fear of not being believed) that benefit from studying the incidence of stalking among these vic-
most victims face. In addition, victims with disabilities have to  tims, and victim service providers and criminal justice profession-
contend with physical or social isolation, impediments to als could use the resulting knowledge to improve their response

communication or mobility, or physical or financial dependence  to victims with disabilities. The Stalking Resource Center would
on a caregiver who may also be the perpetrator. For example, a appreciate hearing from providers who have worked with such
victim who is housebound because of her disability may never  Victims, and we welcome information on appropriate best prac-

sufficiently escape her caregiver to be able to report her tices, protocols, or policies. To share information with the SRC or
victimization to law enforcement. to learn more about stalking, please contact us at src@ncvc.org.
s ' P . A AR 1 The Stalking Resource Center (SRC) recognizes the unique culture of the deaf community and the
Victims are also vulnerable to stalkers eXpIOItlng their disabili- desire of its members to be independently identified. However, for the purposes of this brief article, the
ties to avoid criminal justice intervention. For examp|e a SRC adopts the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA) definition of an individual with a disability as "a
. . . ! . person who has a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activities,

stalker may escape being investigated as a suspect by posing ..who has a history or record of such an impairment, or ..who is perceived by others as having such an
as a concerned friend Checking up on a victim. Or, if a victim impairment." Examples included in the ADA definition include orthopedic, visual, speech, and hearing

K . R . R ) . impairments, as well as many other conditions.
has a developmental disability and an investigating officer finds 2 u.s. census Bureau, "Disability Status: 2000," Census 2000 Brief (March 2003), http://
B . R www.census.gov/prod/2003pubs/ c2kbr-17.pdf, (Accessed October 31, 2005).
two dlfferlng versions Of events-one from a woman WhO Seemed 3W. Abramson et al., eds., "From the Editors,” Impact: Feature Issue on Violence Against Women with
confused and another from a coherent, ostensibly concerned Developmental or Other Disabilities 13, No. 3 (2000), http://ici.umn.edu/products/impact/ 133,

— " s e - R R . (Accessed: October 31, 2005).
frlend Of the V|Ct|m'the Offlcer mlght be eaSIly ConVInced that 4 L.E. Powers and M. Oschwald, "Violence and Abuse Against People with Disabilities: Experiences,

Tinti ictimi Barriers and Prevention Strategies,” Center on Self-Determination, Oregon Institute on Disability and
the victim was not victimized at all. Stalkers can also pressure Development, Oregon Health and Science University, Citing: L.E. Powers, M.A. Curry, M. Oschwald, S.

victims to drop Charges by threatening them in ways that, Maley, M. Saxton, and K. Eckels, "Barriers and Strategies in Addressing Abuse: A Survey of Disabled
- AR A . Women's Experiences," Journal of Rehabilitation 68, No.1 (2002): 4-13.
absent the context of a dlsabllltyv mlght seem less ma“gnant' 5 D. Sobsey and T. Doe, "Patterns of Sexual Abuse and Assault," Sexuality and Disability 9, No. 3 (1991):

For example, by canceling a victim's food delivery or transpor- ~ 243-259; and C. Tyiska, “Working with Victims of Crime with Disabilities, " Office for Victims of Crime
. ’ . " . . Bulletin, (Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Justice, 1998).
tation to a crucial doctor's appOIntment, a stalker can remind 6 M.B. Mechanic et al., "Intimate Partner Violence and Stalking Behavior: Exploration of Patterns and
inti H Correlates in a Sample of Acutely Battered Women," Violence and Victims 15, No. 1 (2000): 55-72.
the victim that he can (_:OntrOI _he_r Ilfe " R L. This project was supported by Grant Nos. 2008-TA-AX-K017 and 2004-WT-K050 awarded by the Office on Violence Against
Stalkers can also expl0|t the victims' reliance on assistive tech- Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions, and recommendations expressed in this program are

H H _ H those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Department of Justice, Office on Violence Against
nologies, such as Text Telephone (TTY) machines and e-mail. Woren,
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Shelter Campaign - Contributions & Pledges

- ) Friends
Visionaries $100,000 Halis Alkis )
M Smith Foundation The Arkwright Foundation Friends
Mary Black Foundation John and Mary Armstrong Tripp and April Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Medlin Gregory Atkins Drs. Hank and Michelle Jolly
Partners $50,000+ Robert T. and Susan C. Atkins Dr. William and Mrs. Elizabeth Joyce
SC Budget and Control Board o Blamet s%lymerS,BLLC K|i)tty lél.igelith
Leaders $25,000+ arles and Dianne Barmore avid Kiely -
Bobby Jackson$E|fc’trica| Inc. Dr. Bruce and Mrs. Patricia Bass Edward and Ruth Knight CSA'.:.E Homes-Rape Crisis
.’ - oalition receives generous
Mr. and Mrs. John Gramling, IlI Scarlet F. Batts Paul B. Knight
Women Giving Foundation Mrs. John E. Bauknight Victoria K. Lanier support from many people
Guardians $10,000+ Susan Anne Benneit Kenneth C. and Anna H. Lawson through United Way designated
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Eebko Judith M. Bessinger Judith Martin donations. Some of these donors
. ' . Joan T. Black Vicki T. McCraw did not wish to have their
Phifer/Johnson Foundation ; . : ! c
Spartanburg County Foundation M. Bolliger Mildred E. McKinney donations made public; therefore,
ZBenefactors $5,000+ Dr. Scott and Mrs. Julie Bryant Alexia Newman We are appreciative of the support
Dargan Bradshaw Mr. and Mrs. James L. Burnett Christian and Claire Ollinger of our community and regret the
_ Ginger Davis Brant Bynum Richard and Elizabeth Orr omission of any contributor not
_Episcopal Church of the Advent Bonnie G. Carr Dwight and Liz Patterson listed in this report.
First Presbyterian Church, Spartanburg Robert H. Chapman, Il Mr. and Mrs. Edward Perrin
Gee Foundation Randall N. Conway Caroline M. Phillips
Wachovia Foundation Dr. Steven and Mary Alice Corso David A. Polk
Patrons $2,500+ James and Nancy Crocker Dianne M. Prioletti Sexual Assault Closet
Bill Monroe Dr. Paul and Lynne Ellis Dr. Jerry and Mrs. Linda Randolph Wish List
John Montgomery Elsie Finkelstein Emily B. Reid D e Tvoe Pants &
Dave Roberts First Baptist Church Spartanburg— Jerry Reitzel rawstring Type Pants
Sertoma Foundation Lamplighters Sunday School Class Fred and Janet Robbins Jogging Suits (S-XXL)
Young Office Environments Lisa R. Garrett Jerry Roberts T-Shirts
Sponsors $1,000+ Roger G. Geyer David J. Rodak Slide-On Shoes
Barnet Polymers, LLC— Staff Mrs. Lucy Harper Grier Mrs. Sara P. Rook New Underwear
Doug and Julie Cecil Mr. and Mrs. Roger A.F. Habisreutinger Bill and Yvon Rucker h
Lynn Hawkins John and Virginia Hammond Dr. Juliette Saad Shorts
Mary Beth Lyles Troy Hanna Carolina Foothills Federal Credit Union Socks
Linda Moehlman Joyce Hawkins Allison Skinner Bras
Stuart M. Singer David Heatherly, PhD, PA Timothy S. Stanley Flip-Flops
Charlotte H. Stone Curtis and Nancy Heffelfinger Dorothy G. Stephens Mouthwash/Ri
Aaron and Kimberly Toler Higginbotham and Nease Orthodontics Claude and Doris Tidwel outhwash/Rinse
Supporters $500+ Elizabeth Hill Melissa A. Walker Tooth Brushes
Key Insurance Consultants Kenneth and.Ann HUCkaby Benjamin and Jamie M. Wall, Il Toothpaste
L. Perrin and Kay A. Powell Hames and Kimberly Hutzell Ms. Tammy E. Whaley Combs & Hair Brushes
Mr. and Mrs. Gorden Sherard, II Deborah and Michael Jank Children’s Books
Dateria Johnson
SAVE A TREE...GO GREEN
Are you receiving multiple copies of Frontlines? School Supplies
. . Would you like to be removed from our
Shelter Wish List mailing list? *Book Bags (desperate need)
Twin Size Bedding, Pillows, Paper Towels ow a friend or co-worker who would enjo . E/rasers / Protracto'rs
Toilet Paper, Laundry Detergent, Do you kn L %1 Children’s Scissors / Pencils (No. 2)
Shampoo & Conditioners, ' Calculators / Poster Board
Towels & Wash Cloths, Have you moved or are you planning to move? White-Out / Glue Sticks
Deodorant, Sma” P|aStiC CUpS & BOWIS, If any of these app]y’ p|ease contact us: ngh[]ghters / CO[Ored PenC]ls
Baby Bottles & Baby Wipes, i 4 Dividers / Rulers
Diapers (all sizes), R e Rage CrisiS{CE Ny Markers / Crayons
Velcro Diapers (for potty training), 236 Union Street * Spartanburg, SC 29302 Portfolios
Canned Vegetables & Meats, alene: 864?&%2%?3 ) Flax. 864.585 S0 Spiral / Composition Notebooks
Fruits (in natural juices) 3-Ring Binders / Graph Paper
CleaniTng tngduitsl CTomltOﬁ & tBrushes, Would you like to receive Per;)s (Bllack) / Permgnentl{v\arker[s ;
oothorushes, foothpaste, i i i Notebook Paper—wide/college rule
Boys’ & Girls’ New Underwear Frontlines 3 e-ma”-? Pocket Fglders/ Index Cagrds
Boys’ Clothing (all sizes) If so, please contact us with your email address.
ys Ing (all sizes), _ N *Kleenex (desperate need)
Ladies” Panties (size 7-12) That is the most efficient way for us to keep our *Hand Sanitizer (desperate need)
mailing list -current. Construction Paper
We appreciate your help.
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Holiclely

SAFE Homes-Rape Crisis Coalition invites you to

give a special gift this year to that “person who has
Sp@ﬁ%@r‘ everything” by making a cash contribution as a holiday gift in
F"'@r,m honor of friends and/or family members. Cards acknowledging

your gift will be sent to your loved one! Make this a truly joyous
and peaceful time in the lives of others.

The Holiday Season is a special and exciting time.
However, for battered women, their dependent children, and
victims of sexual assault it can be a source of great pain.

If you are interested in providing Christmas to a woman, child,
or family affected by domestic/sexual violence, please fill
out this holiday sponsor form.

- —
Individual Name/Company Name/Organization Name

Contact Person if Company/Organization:

Address (for tax receipt):

City: State: Zip:
Telephone (H): (W):

Cell: Email:

Fax #: Best Time/# to call during the day:

Please indicate the number of individuals you (or your group) would like to sponsor

Woman (en) Child (ren) *Family
If you prefer a certain age range for a child, please indicate age:
*Please indicate the maximum number of family members within one family you would be willing to sponsor

Please check one of the following:

____You (or your organization) will make arrangements to deliver the gifts to the SAFE Homes-Rape Crisis
office no later than Wednesday, December 11, 2009.

__ You (or your organization) will need for a SAFE Homes-Rape Crisis Coalition representative to arrange
for pick-up of gifts.

I would like to make a contribution as a holiday gift in honor of:

Donor Name & Address

Would you (or your organization) be willing to provide food at Thanksgiving for a family?
YES / NO (please circle one)
For more information, contact Karen Martin-Wilkins @ 864.583.9803. KMW Received Copy |

Once Christmas Sponsor assignments have been made, our Christmas Coordinator will mail, email, and/or
fax further detailed information about the individual(s) sponsored. If you would like more information,
please contact Jennifer O’Shields @ 864.583.9803 or 1.800.273.5066 or @ jennifer.oshields@shrcc.org.

*Return Form To: Jennifer O’Shields @ SAFE Homes-Rape Crisis Coalition
236 Union Street ~ Spartanburg, SC 29302 or Fax to 864.583.9611*

OFFICE USE ONLY: Date Wish List Mailed To Sponsor: Date Wish List Faxed To Sponsor: # Clients Sponsored :
Children’s Sponsor # (if different from above): S C Parent’s Sponsor # (if different from above): S C
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AUCTION FOR A CAVSE //{2%,//

The Silent & Live Auctions

OCTOBER 9, 2009

at the Spartanburg Memorial Auditorium ﬁ?@ﬁ;ﬂc&f@

5:30 pm - 10:00 rPMm

Proceeds benefiting...

SAFE Homes-Rape Crisis Coalition, Bethlehem Center, Christmas In Action,
Children’s Shelter of the Upstate Inc., The Haven, $partanburg Humane $ociety,
RSVP (Retired & Senior Volunteer Program), & Camp Sertoma of South Carolina

Co-Sponsored by: JM Smith Corporation

Silent Auctions end at 7:00 & 7:30pm
Live Auction starts at 8:00pm

We have vehicles, vacations, art work, gift certificates, a cruise, adventures and
much more treasures to sell. Tickets are $10.00 (adults & children) each and .
available at any of the agencies participating or at Arthur State Bank. Parklng

%% E , 10% buyer’s premium will be added to all purchases F re

Combating the Campus Rape Crisis

College is back in session, and that means it's time for a lot of ineffective pageantry on rape
prevention. Don't our young women deserve better?

Jaclyn Friedman ~ September 9, 2009

The college students are back. They're in the grocery stores, stocking up on Top Ramen. They're at IKEA, buying oddly shaped pillows
for their dorm rooms. Very soon, they'll be at parties, doing things that would give their parents full-on coronaries. And that means it's
time for a classic college ritual, adult-style: freaking out about the safety of our girls.

At about this time every year, adult anxiety about sexual assault reaches a tipping point and gives way to an avalanche of advice to
young women from campuses, commentators, and parents alike: Don't hook up! Don't dress provocatively! Watch your drink!
Actually, don't drink at all! Always stay with a friend! Don't stay out too late! Don't walk home alone! Etcetera, etcetera, ad nauseam.
And every year, it fails to work. A 2007 Department of Justice-funded trend analysis of rape studies over time revealed that rates of
rape haven't declined in the past 15 years -- in fact, they may be increasing.

Why hasn't it worked? Perhaps it's because making rape prevention the responsibility of young women teaches students that guys can't
be expected to be responsible for their own actions. Not surprisingly, that results in student bodies eager to let rapists off the hook and
campus policies (like the one recently implemented at Tufts that forces victims into "mediation™ with their rapists) that treat rape as
an unfortunate disagreement instead of like the violent crime it is. Make no mistake about the danger of these equanimous attitudes --
in his 2002 landmark study of 1,882 male college students in the Boston area, Dr. David Lisak demonstrated that most campus rapes
are perpetrated not by well-meaning boys confused about consent but by repeat-offender sociopaths who know exactly what they're
doing. Treating rape like an unfortunate but understandable miscommunication doesn't just deny victims justice and downplay the
traumatic nature of the experience -- it allows rapists to remain free to rape again and again. Meanwhile, we set an impossibly high
bar of behavior for young women -- one that they're bound to miss at some point, because, just like the rest of us humans, young
women sometimes choose short-term pleasure over the abstract possibility of risk. And when a guy rapes a young woman while she's
violating the Rules of Safety -- let's say she's at a party and dancing and she's flirting -- what follows are questions about her behavior,
how much she'd been drinking, how she might have led him on. Continued on page 7
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SH-RCC THRIFT STORE!

Your tax-deductible donations are needed for SAFE Homes-Rape Crisis Coalition
Thrift Store. Our clients shop there for free and profit sales from the public goes to
support SAFE Homes-Rape Crisis Coalition programs and services. Donations
can be dropped off at the Thrift Store, Monday thru Friday between 10:00 a.m.
and 5:00 p.m. Pickup is available only for furniture and large household items. If
you need to schedule a pickup, please call Steve Hames at 864.583.9803.

Spartanburg County Medical Society
Alliance, Inc. presented SAFE Homes-
Rape Crisis Coalition with a grant award
of $2,000.00 for prescriptions and over-
the-counter medicines for clients.

Continued from page 6

Rape on campus is a very real problem. Cautious estimates suggest that nearly one in every 10 female college students will be raped
while she's at school. With an estimated 18 million students attending college in the U.S. this year, that's (conservatively) over 150,000
young women who'll be raped while at college this year alone. That's a public health crisis. It's time to start treating it like one.

What would it look like if colleges did just that? For starters, they would provide in-depth programs on healthy sexuality and sexual
safety, instead of getting by with a pamphlet and an hour demonstration at orientation. Schools would stop telling girls to mind their
liquor so they don't "get themselves" raped and start teaching young men that alcohol is never an excuse to "get away" with anything.
They would offer bystander training, so that all students on campus know what it looks like when someone's sexual boundaries are
being violated and what to do if they see that happening. They would teach students that the only real consent is the kind that's freely
and enthusiastically given, removing the "she didn't exactly say no" excuse that too many rapists hide behind. And their campus
policies would support prevention, recovery, and justice, not dismissiveness, victim-blaming, and denial.

A few schools are doing some of this already. But there's no systemic oversight into who's doing what, and all signs point to the fact
that most schools are doing far too little. That's especially alarming when you consider that Title IX -- the federal law guaranteeing
equal access to education for all genders -- requires schools to take strong, active steps to prevent rape on campus. That means they
need to be implementing real policies that work, not just going through motions that make them look concerned.

All of us who care about the safety of girls ought to be doing the same. It's not even that hard. Imagine what would happen if each of us
called a school we care about today and let administrators know that we're watching and that we expect them to do what we all should
be doing: taking responsibility for rape prevention off of the potential victims and placing it where it belongs -- with the potential
perpetrators and with the adults and institutions whose job it is to keep young people safe.

“Heartwarmers” Share Their Talents

Yvon Rucker and Joni Micals of Heartwork Designs started a project called "Heartwarmers" last January, appealing to friends and
family to knit or crochet hats and scarves for the women and children served by SAFE Homes-Rape Crisis Coalition. Sue Owens,
former director of Women's Division of United Methodist Church quickly agreed to participate and enlisted the aid of the Prayer Shawl
the Ministry of United Methodist Church. Their phenomenal response has resulted in a contribution of over 550 “heartwarmers" for the
project. Other friends and family members, Marcia Lavine of Charleston, Susi Cogdill of Campobello, Yvon Rucker of Gramling,
Sarah Zimmerman of Florida, Peggy Baldwin of Marietta, GA, Judy Frazier of North Woods Farm, Fiber and Yarn in Campobello,
Julie Miller of York, Joni Micals and Rema Keen of Campobello have all lent their talents to this project. Whether they were knitting,
crocheting, designing and attaching message cards, or gathering and storing the gifts, they were sharing the work and the gift to others.

Yes, | want to help.

T
1
|
| $95 to provide shelter for one night __ $475 to provide shelter for five nights
I $190 to provide shelter for two nights __$665 to provide shelter or seven nights
I l'wish to make a gift of my own choosing
| ___ lwould like my gift to be made in honor/memory of:
|
1
1
1
1

In honor of
In memory of
I would like more information about volunteer opportunities

I Name
| Address Donations are tax deductible
[ . according to the tax regulations
1 City State Zip regarding 501(c)(3)
: Phone ( ) Email not-for-profit organizations.

i Please make checks payable to SAFE Homes-Rape Crisis Coalition
I Mail to: 236 Union Street, Spartanburg, SC 29302

Frontlines is published by SAFE Homes-Rape Crisis Coalition, 236 Union Street, Spartanburg, South Carolina 29302. Issues are released during April, which is Sexual Assault Awareness Month and October, which is Domestic Violence Awareness Month.
For more i ion about SAFE Ho Rape Crisis Coalition or comments about Frontlines, please contact Jennifer O’Shields, Editor, @ 864.583.9803 or e-mail at jennifer.oshields@shrcc.org.
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GRrOOMING BRYRRNTS

October 1, 2009

October 2, 2009

October 3, 2009

October 9, 2009

October 14, 2009

October 19, 2009-
November 10, 2009

October 24, 2009

November 26-27, 2009

December 24-25, 2009

12th Annual Balloon Vigil (5:30 pm - 6:30 pm)
Daniel Morgan Square, Downtown Spartanburg

An Interpersonal Violence Conference
Registration: 8:30 / Program: 9:00 am - 4:15 pm
Marriott Spartanburg at Renaissance Park

International Festival, Barnet Park

16th Annual Auction For A Cause (5:30pm-10:00pm)
Spartanburg Memorial Auditorium-lower level

11th Annual National Health Cares About Domestic
Violence Day (HCADV Day)
www.endabuse.org/hcadvd

Volunteer Training (6:00 pm - 9:00 pm)
For more information contact Karen Martin-
Wilkins @ 864.583.9803 or 1.800.273.5066

SAFE Homes-Rape Crisis Coalition 4th
Annual Yard Sale 236 Union Street ~ Spartanburg

SH-RCC Main Office, Satellite Offices, and
Courthouse Office Closed for Thanksgiving
(Shelter/Crisis Line Operates 24-hours)

SH-RCC Main Office, Satellite Offices, and
Courthouse Office Closed for Christmas
Holidays (Shelter/Crisis Line Operates 24-hours)

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL SHRCC!

864.583.9803 or 1.800.273.5066

SAFE Homes-Rape Crisis Coalition provides services to
victims of domestic violence in Spartanburg, Cherokee
and Union Counties and victims of sexual assault in
Spartanburg and Cherokee Counties.

SAFE Homes-Rape Crisis Coalition Mission

SAFE Homes-Rape Crisis Coalition is a
collaborative effort that exists to end
sexual and domestic violence.

The Objectives of SH-RCC are:

To build community awareness by providing Information
on the dynamics and prevention of Domestic Violence
and Sexual Assault/Abuse;

To provide treatment and supportive services to child
and adult victims of Sexual Assault/Abuse or
Domestic Violence;

To provide temporary emergency shelter to victims of
Domestic Violence and their dependent children;

To advocate at local, state, and federal levels on behalf
of victims of Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault/
Abuse and to coordinate community resources to
alleviate the suffering of these victims.

SAFE Homes-Rape Crisis Coalition
236 Union Street
Spartanburg, South Carolina 29302

A United Way Funding Partner

United

United Way
of the Piedmont
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